
Chris McKay found this postcard and was pleasantly surprised to be able to see part of the clock movement  
through the windows when he zoomed in—see next page. 



Acklam Memorial Clock 

The postcard on the page above was found by Chris McKay. It was posted in 1907, but the buildings and 
clock date back a little further. The clock was erected by public subscription to commemorate a heroic 
event. See newspaper cutting below. 
 
 
The image of the mechanism indicates a movement by Barnard Cooke of Hull (probably in association with 
T. Cooke & Sons of York). The name on the dial—Barnby & Rust was not likely to have been the 
manufacturers, as can be seen from the advert; they were retail jewellers who dealt in watches & clocks.  
 
 
A complication arises as although the young man Daniel Acklam died soon after rescuing the child on 9 
April 1903, Barnard Cooke of Hull had died back in the 1880s and clocks were no longer manufactured by 
the family firm in York when the clock was purchased. So where did the clock come from? It seems most 
likely that it was purchased second hand (explaining why there were funds left over to donate to Acklam’s 
parents), from a building where the clock was no longer needed. This requires further local research as 
there are no details surviving in the Cooke archives.  

Above: From Illustrated Police News 29 April 1905 

Left: Close up of the typical Cooke A-frame mechanism. 

Right: From Hull Daily Mail 30 Jan 1905. 

Far right: Hull Daily Mail  31 March 1898. 



Acklam Memorial Clock, West Park, Hull. 
(Photographer and source unknown) 


